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(57) ABSTRACT

A thermostatic mixing valve is used in a tempered water
blending system. A cold water bypass line in the system acts
under the control of a modulating valve and electronic con-
troller to divert cold water back to a temperature sensing
element in the mixing valve. By flooding the temperature
sensing element, the mixing valve detects a false temperature
and adjusts its flow rate ot hot and cold water accordingly. The
electronic controller acts in reverse of normal fashion, pro-
viding negative feedback to the sensing element of the mixing
valve.

13 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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ELECTROMECHANICAL TEMPERATURE
REGULATION SYSTEM FOR PROVIDING
TEMPERED MIX WATER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to tempered water mixing
systems where cold and hot water supplies are thermostati-
cally blended to provide a tempered discharge outflow of
water at a selected temperature.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Thermostatic mixing valves (TMVs) have been in use for
many years to control the temperature of water supplied to a
delivery point. Thermostatic control valves of this general
type are well known, e.g., as shown in U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,739,
793, 4,767,052; and 5,647,531. These valves are well known
to those skilled in the art. TMVs are capable of delivering
water at a preset temperature, as well as preventing water flow
in the event of the failure of the cold water supply. They are
used extensively in hospitals, nursing homes and similar
facilities. A particular application would be, for example, for
supplying water to plumbing fixtures such as showers, large
medical bathing systems or as a master mixing valve supply-
ing numerous plumbing fixtures simultaneously. These valve
systems are often installed in bath and shower areas, to regu-
late the flow of bathing water and to ensure precise water
temperature in varying supply water conditions. A typical
example is a valve that maintains shower water temperature
when another water appliance is being operated. A sudden
drain on the cold water supply may drop the cold water
pressure, while leaving the hot water pressure relatively con-
stant, thus increasing outlet water temperature due to an
imbalance between hot and cold inlet water flow. The TMV is
used to accommodate such variances while maintaining a
preset outlet temperature.

Mechanical TMV’s operate using a temperature sensitive
element such as, for example, a bimetallic element or a spring
element. In use, hotand cold water is supplied to the valve via
respective hot and cold inlets. The water mixes inside the
valve and is then delivered to a desired location through an
outlet. In use the temperature sensitive element is linked to the
hot and cold inlets so as to control the flow of hot and cold
water into and thru the valve.

If the resulting mixed water temperature is too hot, the
temperature sensitive valve element will typically expand or
move in response to the temperature increase. This causes the
flow of water through the hot water inlet to be reduced and/or
the flow of water through the cold water inlet to be increased.
This in turn causes a corresponding reduction in the mixed
water temperature.

Similarly, if the mixed water temperature falls to low, the
temperature sensitive element will contract, or move in the
opposite direction, causing the hot water inlet to be opened
further and/or the cold water inlet to be closed further, thereby
causing the mixed water temperature to increase. In this man-
ner, the TMV can be used to provide water at a predetermined
temperature.

One disadvantage of this typical class of mechanical TMV
is that valves of this type tend to be quite expensive, for
example, on the order of $8000-$10,000 per valve. Another
disadvantage of the prior art temperature balancing valves
and many electronically controlled mixing valves described
in the prior art is the inability to stabilize outlet water tem-
perature at extremes of flow rate. This is due to several tech-
nical issues such as the velocity of water in the plumbing
lines, the thermal lag of the water temperature sensor and
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2

mechanical overshoot in the thermal governor cartridge
assembly or motor/belt drive of electronically controlled ther-
mostatic valves.

A need exists, therefore, for an electromechanical tempera-
ture regulation system for providing tempered mix water
which is simple in design and yet reliable in operation and
which can be produced more economically than presently
available TMV systems.

A need exists for such a system for providing tempered
water at a preset temperature without significant temperature
fluctuation.

A need exists for such a system having a desired response
time for the establishment of a steady flow of tempered water
having the desired preset temperature from the time a user
opens a flow control valve.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore the object of the present invention to provide
a simple, economical and reliable temperature regulation sys-
tem for supplying tempered water having a desired set point
temperature without significant temperature fluctuation, also
having the required system response time.

The system of the invention includes a cold water inlet
conduit and a hot water inlet conduit. A three-way, mechani-
cally operated thermostatic mixing valve is provided for mix-
ing the flow of cold water from the cold water inlet conduit
with a hot water stream from the hot water inlet conduit. The
mixing occurs at effective proportions to deliver tempered
water to a tempered water outlet conduit having a desired
preset outlet temperature. The thermostatic mixing valve has
a temperature actuated flow control element for controlling
the relative proportions of hot and cold water mixed in the
valve.

A cold water bypass line diverts cold water from the cold
water inlet conduit upstream of the thermostatic mixing valve
and supplies cold water in a feed back loop to the temperature
actuated flow control element of the mechanical thermostatic
mixing valve. Cold water from the feed back loop physically
floods the flow control element of the thermostatic mixing
valve. A modulator valve controls the flow of water passing
through the cold water bypass line back to the temperature
actuated flow control element of the thermostatic mixing
valve. A temperature sensor is located in the tempered water
outlet conduit. The modulator valve responds to temperature
changes in the tempered water outlet conduit as detected by
the temperature sensor located in the tempered water outlet
conduit.

A PID controller senses the temperature of the temperature
sensor located in the tempered water outlet conduit and
applies negative feedback to change the flow control position
of'the modulator valve to supply more or less cold water to the
temperature actuated flow control element of the thermostatic
control valve. The result is to shift the operating point of the
thermostatic mixing valve to assist thermostatic mixing valve
in maintaining the temperature of the temperature water out-
let at the desired set point. For example, if the water outlet
temperature is too hot, the PID controller reduces the cold
water flow through the modulator valve to the thermostatic
mixing valve, which causes the temperature sensitive com-
ponent of the temperature actuated flow control element to
falsely read higher and to reduce the flow of hot water input.
Conversely, if the water outlet temperature is too cold, the
PID controller increases the cold water flow through the
modulator valve to the thermostatic mixing valve, which
causes the temperature sensitive component of the tempera-
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ture actuated flow control element to falsely read colder and
to increase the flow of hot water input.

Additional objects, features and advantages will be appar-
ent in the written description which follows.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a partly schematic operational view of the tem-
perature regulation system of the invention, illustrating the
principal components thereof and showing the mechanical
thermostatic mixing valve in the hot water only position.

FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1, but showing the thermo-
static mixing valve in the cold only position.

FIG. 3 is a view similar to FIG. 2, but showing the thermo-
static mixing valve in the hot and cold water blending posi-
tion.

FIGS. 4-6 are close up views of the operation of the
mechanical thermostatic mixing valve used in the practice of
the invention, showing the valve in the hot only, cold only and
hot and cold blending positions, respectively.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIGS. 1-3 are simplified, partly schematic views of the
temperature regulation system of the invention, showing the
operative components there in the hot-only, cold-only, and
hot and cold operating positions, respectively. FIGS. 4-6 are
close-up views of the thermostatic mixing valve which is used
in the system of the invention in the same three operating
positions. Thus, with respect to FIG. 1 of the drawings, there
is shown the preferred embodiment of the tempered water
system 10 of the present invention, having a cold water inlet
conduit or supply line 12, a hot water inlet conduit 14 and a
three-way mechanically operated thermostatic mixing valve
16.

As can be seen in FIG. 4, the thermostatic mixing valve 16
of the invention comprises a valve body 18 (FIG. 4) having
cold-water inlet 18a, hot-water inlet 185, and a tempered
water outlet 18¢. The cold-water inlet 184 and hot-water inlet
184 are connectable to the pressurized cold and hot water inlet
conduits 12, 14, connected, for example, to plant supply lines.
In one particular version of the system of the invention, the
hot water supply line can conveniently be taken from the
output of any of various types of heat exchangers. Example
heat exchangers could be U-tube exchangers, shell and plate
exchangers, water heaters and boilers, etc. The valve body 18
defines a chamber which allows for the flow of hot and cold
water from the hot and cold water inlets, respectively, as will
be apparent from FIG. 4-6. The valve 16 further comprises a
temperature actuated flow control element which acts as a
thermostatically controlled actuator to control the flow of
water thru the valve body. In the discussion which follows, the
temperature actuated flow control element will be understood
to comprise the coil spring 20, and its associated valve open-
ing and closing sleeve 22. As will be explained, the coil spring
acts as a temperature sensing component of the mixing valve
and acts upon the valve internal sleeve 22 in response to
temperature changes in the metal of the spring.

The mixing valve 16 used in the system of the invention is
“mechanically” operated in the sense that changes in tem-
perature act on the spring 20, causing the spring to expand or
contract which, in turn, moves the sleeve 22 between the
various positions shown in FIGS. 4-6. The coil spring 20 is
mounted about a shaft 21 (FIG. 5) and is operatively con-
nected to the slidable valve opening and closing sleeve 22.
The valve opening and closing sleeve 22 is displaceable, by
the action of spring 20, between one end position (FIG. 4)
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engaging a cold-water seat, blocking flow from the cold-
water inlet and permitting flow from the hot-water inlet and an
opposite end position (FIG. 5) engaging a hot-water seat,
blocking flow from the hot-water inlet and permitting flow
from the cold-water inlet. In intermediate positions (FIG. 6)
flow from both cold- and hot-water inlets is permitted through
the mixing valve 18 into the tempered water outlet 18c¢. From
this point, the tempered water stream passes through a tem-
pered water outlet conduit (24 in FIG. 1). The tempered water
outlet conduit has a temperature sensing element 28 located
therein.

The mixing valve 16 is initially set to a desired set point
temperature. For example, the valve 16 could be set to allow
flow of about 85 percent cold and 15 percent hot water, to
achieve a preset outlet temperature of the tempered water in
the outlet conduit (24 in FIG. 1) of about 140° F. The tem-
perature of the entering water streams and the desired outflow
stream will determine the ultimate operating properties
which, of course, are subject to change under actual opera-
tion.

The thermostatic mixing valve 18 is thus operatively con-
nected to the cold and hot water inlet conduits for mixing
water from the cold and hot water inlet conduits into a single
tempered water output stream having a desired set point tem-
perature. The coil spring component 20 of the temperature
actuated flow control element in mixing valve 16 is capable of
expanding or contracting, dependent upon temperature and
can act on the valve opening and closing sleeve 22 to move it
to keep the temperature of the water in the tempered water
outlet conduit substantially constant at the desired set point
temperature. To this extent, the thermostatic mixing valve 16
operates in a similar fashion to other mixing and proportion-
ing valves of the prior art.

However, as can be seen in FIGS. 1-3, the system of the
invention is provided with a cold water bypass line 26
upstream of the mixing valve 16. The cold water bypass line
26 diverts cold water from the cold water inlet conduit 12
upstream of the thermostatic mixing valve 16 and for supply-
ing cold water in a feed back loop back to the temperature
sensing element (spring 20) of the thermostatic mixing valve
to flood the temperature sensing element. A modulating valve
28 is also located in the cold water bypass conduit 26 for
controlling the flow of water in the cold water bypass conduit.
The modulator valve 28 in the cold water bypass conduit
controls the amount of water allowed to pass through the
bypass conduit back to the sensing element (spring 20) of the
thermostatic mixing valve. The modulating valve 28 is an
off-the-shelf commercially available product.

As can also be seen in FIGS. 1-3, a proportional integral
derivative controller is operatively associated with the modu-
lating valve 28. A proportional integral derivative controller
(PID) is a generic control loop feedback mechanism widely
used in industrial control systems and will be familiar to those
skilled in the relevant arts. The PID controller calculates an
“error” value as the difference between a measured process
variable and a desired set point. The controller attempts to
minimize the error by adjusting the process control inputs. In
the instant case, the PID electronic controller is responsive to
changes in temperature sensed by the temperature sensing
element 28 located in the tempered water outlet conduit 24.
The controller 25 may be fabricated from a number of relays,
solid state circuitry or a computer with software. Such a
device is well within the skill of the ordinary control engineer.
It will be understood by those skilled in the relevant are that
any type of operative connections can be used to establish
communication between the PID controller 25 and the tem-
perature sensor 28. For instance, infrared, radio or other com-



US 9,122,284 B2

5

munication means could be used in addition to electrical hard
wired connections such as those shown in FIGS. 1-3.

In the present system, the PID 25 controller senses the
temperature of the temperature sensor (28 in FIG. 1) located
in the tempered water outlet 24 and applies “negative feed-
back” to change the flow control position of the modulator
valve 28 to supply more or less cold water to the sensing
element 20 of the thermostatic mixing valve, respectively.
The result is to shift the operating point of the thermostatic
mixing valve to assist the thermostatic mixing valve in main-
taining the temperature of the tempered water outlet at the
desired set point. For example, if the water outlet temperature
is too hot, the PID controller reduces the cold water flow
through the modulator valve to the sensing element 20 of the
thermostatic mixing valve, which causes the sensing element
to falsely read higher and to reduce the flow of hot water input.
Conversely, if the water outlet temperature is too cold, the
PID controller increases the cold water flow through the
modulator valve to the sensing element of the thermostatic
mixing valve 18, which causes the thermostatic mixing valve
sensing element to falsely read colder and to increase the flow
of hot water input.

The “false” manipulation of the modulating valve and ther-
mostatic mixing valve allow the system to regulate to a higher
temperature than the thermostatic mixing valve would nor-
mally be capable of reaching. In other words, the mixing
valve 16 is set to a desired set point of say 140° F. However,
by flooding the sensing element 20 with cold water, the sens-
ing element is fooled and introduces more hot water into the
system, raising the outlet temperature to, for example, 160° F.

In a typical operation using the temperature regulation
system of the invention, hot water is taken from, for example,
a U-tube heat exchanger at about 220° F. and introduced to the
hot water inlet conduit 14. Cold water from any suitable
source is supplied through the cold water inlet conduit 12. The
thermostatic mixing valve is set at a desired blended water
outlet temperature set point, for example 140° F. for potable
water applications. As has been described, the PID electronic
controller 25 acts on the modulating valve 28 and, in turn, on
the thermostatic mixing valve 18 in a sort of reverse of normal
fashion, in effect providing negative feed back to the modu-
lating valve to open or close the modulating valve to maintain
the temperature of the water in the tempered water outlet
conduit at the desired set point temperature. By dumping cold
water onto the sensing element of the thermostatic mixing
valve, the operated point of the valve is falsely manipulated
and shifted.

As a result, the electronic controller opens the modulating
valve when the temperature detected by the temperature sens-
ing element in the tempered water outlet conduit falls below
the desired set point temperature, the flow of cold water acting
on the sensing element of the thermostatic mixing valve to
falsely read colder and to increase the flow of hot water
through the mixing valve. In the opposite situation, the elec-
tronic controller closes the modulating valve when the tem-
perature detected by the temperature sensing element in the
tempered water outlet conduit rises above the desired set
point temperature, the decreased flow of cold water acting on
the sensing element of the thermostatic mixing valve to
falsely read hotter and to decrease the flow of hot water
through the mixing valve.

An invention has been provided with several advantages.
The temperature regulation system of the invention is much
more economical to construct than the typical prior art sys-
tems using more elaborate mixing valves. In many cases, the
mixing valves were electronic in nature and much more com-
plicated in overall design. The present system with its
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mechanically operated thermostatic mixing valve is simple in
design and reliable in operation. At a constant flow rate of, for
example, 14 gallons per minute, the system will hold the
outlet blended water temperature within about a +2 degree
variation. Once the modulating valve settles on a flow rate, the
system is extremely accurate. The PID controller prevents the
system from overcompensating as the water flow rates fluc-
tuate. The system acts only on the water supply side of the
fluid system, and not on the energy side of the system.

Other modifications and advantages will be apparent to
those skilled in the relevant art. The system can easily be
provided with a fail safe fall back so that, if the electronically
controlled modulation system fails in a closed position, the
thermostatic valve will revert to its default temperature, for
example a safe 120° F. This would, of course, continue to
provide the customer with usable hot water.

It should be understood that the above description of the
preferred embodiment is given by way of illustration for
complying with the statutory requirements of enablement and
best mode of patent law. Nothing in the above description
should be construed as limiting the scope of the invention as
this scope is defined in the appended claims, and changes in
the system may become readily apparent to those skilled in
the art without departing from the invention described and
claimed herein. Thus, while the invention has been shown in
only one its forms, it is not thus limited but is susceptible to
various changes and modifications without departing from
the spirit thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. A system for supplying tempered water, the system
comprising:

a cold water inlet conduit connected to a source of cold

water;

ahot water inlet conduit connected to a source of hot water;

a thermostatic mixing valve operatively connected to said
cold and hot water inlet conduits for mixing water from
the cold and hot water inlet conduits into a single tem-
pered water output stream having a desired set point
temperature, the thermostatic mixing valve having a
temperature sensing element for controlling the mixing
valve position to maintain the desired set point tempera-
ture in the tempered water output stream;

atempered water outlet conduit for receiving the tempered
water stream, the tempered water outlet conduit having
a temperature sensing element located therein;

a cold water bypass line for diverting cold water from the
cold water inlet conduit upstream of the thermostatic
mixing valve and for supplying cold water directly to the
temperature sensing element of the thermostatic mixing
valve without being mixed with hot water, to thereby
flood the temperature sensing element;

amodulating valve located in the cold water bypass line for
controlling the flow of water in the cold water bypass
line;

an electronic controller operatively associated with the
modulating valve and responsive to changes in tempera-
ture sensed by the temperature sensing element located
in the tempered water outlet conduit for controlling the
flow of cold water to the sensing element of the thermo-
static mixing valve.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the electronic controller
opens the modulating valve when the temperature detected by
the temperature sensing element in the tempered water outlet
conduit falls below the desired set point temperature, the flow
of cold water acting on the sensing element of the thermo-
static mixing valve to falsely read colder and to increase the
flow of hot water through the mixing valve.
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3. The system of claim 1, wherein the electronic controller
closes the modulating valve when the temperature detected
by the temperature sensing element in the tempered water
outlet conduit rises above the desired set point temperature,
the decreased flow of cold water acting on the sensing ele-
ment of the thermostatic mixing valve to falsely read hotter
and to decrease the flow of hot water through the mixing
valve.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the electronic controller
operates using a negative feedback loop, providing negative
feedback to the modulating valve to open or close the modu-
lating valve to maintain the temperature of the water in the
tempered water outlet conduit at the desired set point tem-
perature.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the electronic controller
is a proportional integral derivative
controller.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the temperature sensing
element in the thermostatic mixing valve is a coil spring.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein the hot water inlet
conduit is supplied by a heat exchanger.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the tempered water
outlet stream is used to supply potable water to an end user.

9. A system for supplying tempered potable water from a
hot water source supplied by a heat exchanger, the system
comprising:

a cold water inlet conduit connected to a source of cold

water;
ahot waterinlet conduit connected to a source of hot water;
a mechanically operated, three-way, thermostatic mixing
valve operatively connected to said cold and hot water
inlet conduits for mixing water from the cold and hot
water inlet conduits into a single tempered water output
stream having a desired preset temperature, the thermo-
static mixing valve having a temperature sensing ele-
ment for controlling the mixing valve position to main-
tain the desired preset temperature in the tempered water
output stream, the sensing element acting on a sleeve in
the valve interior to open or close the valve;

atempered water outlet conduit for receiving the tempered
water stream, the tempered water outlet conduit having
a temperature sensing element located therein down-
stream of the thermostatic mixing valve;
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a cold water bypass line for diverting cold water from the
cold water inlet conduit upstream of the thermostatic
mixing valve and for supplying cold water directly to the
temperature sensing element of the thermostatic mixing
valve without being mixed with hot water, to thereby
flood the temperature sensing element;

amodulating valve located in the cold water bypass line for
controlling the flow of water in the cold water bypass
line;

an proportional integral derivative electronic controller
operatively associated with the modulating valve and
responsive to changes in temperature sensed by the tem-
perature sensing element located in the tempered water
outlet conduit for controlling the flow of cold water to
the sensing element of the thermostatic mixing valve;
and

wherein the flow of cold water supplied to the temperature
sensing element of the thermostatic mixing valve acts to
falsely shift the position of the mixing valve sleeve from
a normal operating position.

10. The system of claim 9, wherein the electronic controller
opens the modulating valve when the temperature detected by
the temperature sensing element in the tempered water outlet
conduit falls below the desired set point temperature, the flow
of cold water acting on the sensing element of the thermo-
static mixing valve to falsely read colder and to increase the
flow of hot water through the mixing valve.

11. The system of claim 9, wherein the electronic controller
closes the modulating valve when the temperature detected
by the temperature sensing element in the tempered water
outlet conduit rises above the desired set point temperature,
the decreased flow of cold water acting on the sensing ele-
ment of the thermostatic mixing valve to falsely read hotter
and to decrease the flow of hot water through the mixing
valve.

12. The system of claim 9, wherein the electronic controller
operates using a negative feedback loop, providing negative
feedback to the modulating valve to open or close the modu-
lating valve to maintain the temperature of the water in the
tempered water outlet conduit at the desired set point tem-
perature.

13.The system of claim 9, wherein the temperature sensing
element in the thermostatic mixing valve is a coil spring.
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